
REGULARMEETING
lEW COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

AUGUST 5, 2025

MINUTE

The Regular Meeting of she Board 0! County Commissioners was held an Augusi s, 2025 at 9:00
AM. In the Bat: Meering Room ak (he Levy County Guvemment Carrier.

all To ORDER: Madam Chair Mills called the Meetingto order 319:00 AM.

INVOCATION: Given by Comm. Meeks

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Led by Comm Hlers

ROLL CALL:

caMMisSIoumsvnzszm:
Madam Chain Comm Desiree Mills
Vl(e chair, Comm. inn Hodge
Comm, Charlie Kennedy
Comm RockMeeks
Cumm. Johnny Hlers

Auo PRESENT:
Cnunlv Anorney — Nicalle shauey
CountvManager- MaryrEllen Harper

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

. Aztlan Taken:
.\ Amendments: No Changes urAmendmems
» Motlon Comm. Hodge

Second Comm. Meeks
vme omcome 570

ELECTED arrIcIA : (Audio 4-53;
No mmmenl Irom present Elerled Olfmals 0VMuniupalnies

Puuuc COMMENY: {Audio 6-45)
. speakers:

n JelIHaidlsonr [Chielland]: Made bnelstalemenl on blowers not being
)Dulnallsls

0 Alan WlIIS- (willismnl. Thanked znomevfoi help on in issue. lnquired asm
County being In compliance With the State with Campvehenslve Plan. chair Mills,
confirmed ihe Caumy l5 ln compliance

Business or Informational Items

1. Requesting Approval of Resolution 2025-54, Amendlng Sheriff’s Flnal Budget
For Recelpt of Addltlanal Revenue (Audio 9:41 & 11:25)
I Preunlaf: Gabby McCallum, Sheiifi&Tammy Meadows, FinanceDirecxor, ShEViN'SOffice
I Discusslon. Amendlng [he Final Budget for Fiscal Year 20244015 In The Amaunl Of

$297,103 Due To Receip‘ of Additional Revenuz From Miscellaneous Sources Request
action to increase budget [a :nver expenses incurred by rhe Sheriff's OMice Ior pevwnnel
a. opetalmg expenses



. Action Taken:
o Motion Comm.Hiers
o second Commflodge
o VoteOutcome 570

" First Motion was presented Without reading Resolution into the record: Attorney shalley
advised the proper protedure is to read the Resolution title into the record sothat it is Clearlhe
Board is adoptingthe Resolution and then the resolution amends the budget sheriiiMcCaiium
restated that he is requestingthe Commissionto adopt Resolution 2025-54 Motion was restated
and re-voted on.

z. Requesting Approval of Resolution 2025.53, Amending Sheriff's Final Budget
For Receipt ofAdditional Revenue (Audio 12:25)

. presenter: Bobby MeCalluni, sheriitst TammyMeadows, Flnance oireotor, Sheriff’s Office
I Discussion: Amending The Final Budget For Flscal Vear 2024721325 In The Amount 07

552,594 Due To Receipt olAdditionai Revenue Frum The State For An Increase In Salaries
For Law Enforcement Arid Corrections In Flstally Constrained Counties. Reouest action
due to additional grant lunds awarded to provide law enforcement salary assistance for
Lew County sheriff's Office

. ActionTaken:
Motion Comm. Kennedy

s Secund Comm. Hodge
Vote Outcome 570

3. Presentation on the Waocasassa Water and Wastewater Cooperative (wsc)
Project. (Audio 14:01)

. Presenter: Mary-Ellen Harper, County Manager
- Discussion: Informational Session on wac iWaccasassa Water and Wastewater

Cooperative) (wsci wsc is a member owned whole sale water and wastewater
Cunnerative which has come togetherto form an independentSpeoiai District Mission is

to provide total water production and total wastewater produnion treatment and
transmission. Three main areas oitoous is Cedar Key, Otter Creek and Town ol Bronson,
Project is wantingto build a Brand new wastewater plant in Bronson and about 35 miles
ottoroe main to deliverwastewater fiom Cedar i<ey hack to Bronson and water main to
distribute water from Bronson back down to Cedar Rey stopping at OnerCieek aiongthe
way, This is a wnoiesale enterprise funds Requestingsuppon train the Commissionwas
we move towards appropriations and grant lunding. Over the next several month they
will begin drilling a new well in Bronson to test the water quality and to understand the
hydrology on site to make sure all the assumptions aretrue and validated.

. Speaker:
o Robert Beltranr Dewberry Englneering» Lakeland, Florida
a Rachel Meeks- Bronson, Halida' Chair
s Sue Colsonr Cedar Key, Florida Board Member
a Norm Fugale- Fugale In Fugale Law (W3C Legal Representative}

Diana Garte IMorristonl
a Roooie Blake (Willistonl
_ Terry witt (Brunsun)

James Freeman twiiiistonl
Alan wills (Williston)

, ErnilyCaeytauliHaminockl
Terri withrow [GulfHammoCk)

. ActionTaken: Presentation Only



A. Approval to the first amendment to the agreement for continuing services
between Levy County and Baxter &Woodman, inc. (Audio 1:13.34)

. presenter: Mary-Ellen Harper, County Manager

. Discussion: Tocoi Engineering, LLC merged vnth Baxter 8t Woodman, inc. and Baxter
Woodman has requested the County consent to assignment ofthe Agreement to Baxter
s. Woodman, Inc , d/b/a Tocoi Engineering, a BaxterBt Woodman Company, as the
successor entity to Tocoi Engineering, LLC

Only change to agreement is the company name change
. ActionTaken:

Motion Comm. Hodge
SECOfld Comm Hiers
Vote Outcome Sci)

5. Third Quarter Fiscal Vear Quarterly Reports forApril 1 —lune so, 2025. (Audio
1:19:40)

. present MaryAEllen Harper, County Manager

. Discussion: Recelve reports lrom Departments on Q3.

. aocc held its annual Flag Day Ceremony on Friday, June 13, 2025,

. Tisha whitehurst has been selected as Levy County’s new Division Director or Econnmlc
Development and Tourism. The Tourism Manager position has been posted.

. lessie nurrance has suomrtted his letter of retirement Last working day is October :1“.

6. Requesting the Levy County Board of County Commissioners to decline to
serve as the coordinatingunit of government for the Edward Byrne Memorial
Justice Assistance Grant. (Audio 1:24:33)

. vresent ary-Ellen Harper, County Manager
- Discussion: This grant has historically iunded equipment lor the municipal police

departments in levy County. If the BoCC declines to serve as the coordinating unit or
government for this grant, the Chair would sign the Certilicate and it would get sent to
rots, who would then request the governing body oi each municipality, ll'l descending
order oi population, serve as the coordinating unit or government nus would allow the
munitipalltres to manage their own grants.

. Action taken:
Motion Comm. Hodge
Second Comm Kennedy
Vote Outcome 5-0

7. Presentation on the Hurricane Housing Recovery Program [HHRP-ldalia) by
RebuildingTogetherNorth Central Florida Inc. {Audio 1:25:50)

. Presenter:Marion Gayle, Housrng Manager

. Discussion. Levy County received 51 257 million to assist residents anected hy Hurricane
ldalla. The County entered into an agreement wrth Rebuilding Together HrC lric. to
administer a signiiicant portion or these iunds lssoo,onol. This amount was recently
increased to $1 million and it was deemed prudent to provide an update on the
administration ofthe program,



a Program currently has 3 prolect in progress, Two in in lnglls and one (1) protect
in Chleiland, Outreach eitorts within Levy County is ongoing vvith 25 current
applications

. Speakers:
idiie Ernrningen [Re]Pair Program Manager

,e no Bonnaghanr [Reli’air Executive Director
. Action Taken:

, Presentation Only.

8, Requesting Approval of ORDINANCE 2025-9; AN ORDINANCE OF LEW COUNTV,
FLORIDA, AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 0F LEW COUNTY, FLORIDA
RELATING TO FEES, RATES, AND CHARGES{Audio 1:55:37)

. Presenter: Bo Cox, Development Services Director
- Discussion: Florida Law authorizes counties to adopt reasonable lees, rates and charges

iorvarious countyservices and iunctions that are requested by and oi benefit to private
persons/entities

- Action Taken:
> Motion Comm.Kennedy
c Second Comm Hiers
a VoteOvtcorne 5-0

9. Requesting Approval of RESOLUTIONNUMBER 2025415. A RESOLUTIONOF THE
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERSOF LEW COUNTY, FLORIDA, ADOPTING
INTERIM PLAT REVIEWAND APPROVAL PROCESS TO COMPLYWITH SENATE BILL

N0. 784 (2025) {Audio 1:53:07)

. Presenter: Bu Cox, Development Services Director

. Discussion: Senate Bill No, 734 tzozsl was signed into law oythe Governor and became
eriective on July 1, 2025, it reotiires that all plats and repiats must he ”administratively
approved and no iurther action or approval oy the governing body of a county . is
required” and lurtherthe "governing oodyolihecounty . shall designate, byordinance
or resolution, an administrative authority to receive, review, and process" plats,
"includingdesignating an administrative official responsiole for approving, approvingWith
conditions, or denying the proposed plat.” This Resolution is adopted lorthe purpose or
providing interim plat review and approval processes that complyWith so 784 until such
time asthe County can reasonably undertake review and prepare and adoptordinancetsi
to update the entirety of its Platting processes and requirements contained in Article Xl

oichapter so afthe County Code omrdinances.
s Comm. Hiers stated ihatthis is a state mandated process

. ActionTaken:
», Motion CommHodge
is Second Comm.Kennedy

Vote Outcome 5-D

10. Requesting the Levy County Board of County Commissioners to receive and
accept the Professional Services Committee ranking of the firms for
RFP_2025_010- Levy County Comprehensive Plan Update 2050, direct the County
Manager (or her destgnee) to negotiate with the proposers in ranked order, and
authorize the County Manager to sign the agreement subject to approval by the
County Attorney as to form and legal sufficiency. (Audio 2'00:00}



. Present :50 not, Development Services Direttor
iscusslon: $100,000 has seen budgeted lor Prolessional services in the rvzs-zs oudget rho
lemy recelved 4 respunsas lo RFP 2025-10, [he Prnlesslnnal Services Committee met and
reviewed and scored the respondents based on the cmuia set lorth in the RFP (see swlins sheet
in the hack-up]. d on the scoring. the respondeniswele ranlied as ioliaws. 1 inhastrueture
Consulting 8. Eng eenng 2, JBmwTI Prolessional Group, 3. North Eiorida Prolessionai Services,
and 4. lnmlre PlacemaklngColleuive.

. Action ialieri:
o Motion Comm.ltennedy
a second Comm Hodge
i VoteOuItome 541

n. Requtfllng the terry county Board oi tounty commissionersto provide direetion to stall orr
moraiiyingthe current comprehensivePlan as it relates to Right oi Wary credit in advance ol the
complete re-writa oi the comprehensivePlan which will start this Iaii, (Audla 2:0 19)

. Presenter: Bo coir, Development Services Director
Discussion: On March 13, 2015, the county commission discussed comm. HlevsAgenda Item R2
and directed County stair to Telunl wllh an analysis and proposed language to provide credit for
right ol ways when su iding land oh MaKh 14o zozst calmly Stall provided a Memo on this
topic lil is included in the backup lor this agenda item) explaining that a comprehensivePlan
Amendment and then land Development Code Amendments will be necessary to make any
revisions to minimum lot size requirements At that time, it was not possible to process any
county initiated comprehensive Plan Amendments because the Plan was “not in mmpllance. “

Based on the county s adoption alerdioanceNumber 2025- A on lulv 9, 2025 the State issued a
N ol intent to iind the (ouniy s Comprehensive Plan "In Compliance and that finding
oecomeseileciive on JIIIv31, 2025 (assuming no challenges are liied.)Aitertiiai date, the County
can prepare and process county-initiated comprehensive Plan Amendments, ll it desires.

~ Comm. Hiors questioned il this will resolve the current situations or will this push
resolving those situation back?

i an August 11, 2015 is the kickoff meeting regarding the Comprehensive Plan. At that
lime the countywill provide a task list oi main locus areas that need to he addressed as
a priority and this will be on the list.

- Action Taken: Discussion only

u. Requesting to appoint Diane Garte on the RESYORE Aet Advisorycommittee as a citizen
Representative(Resolution Number aim-so) (Audla 2.17 001

- Presenter: Brooke smith, Grants Coordinator
. niscussion: To apoointDianeGone to replace citizen representative,Dr Richard sweeter, on the

REsTuRE Act Advisory committee to lullill Resolution Number 2013750 requirement ol three
citizen representatives

. Action Taken: Motion appointing Diane Garie to the RESTORE Act Advisory committee
a Motion comm Hodge
r second comm Kennedy
,- vote Outcome 5-0

13. Requesting adopt Resolution Number 2015-46 A RESOLUTION or THE BOARD or couNTv
:oMMlssloniRsor LEvv cuuNTvi FLORIDA (Audio 21 7 as;

- Presenter: Brooke Smith, Grants coordinator
nlstussloit: RATIEVING AN APPLICATloN EoR A REsiLlENT FLORIDA PLANNING GRANT EcR AN
ADAPTATION PLAN ERoM YHE FLORIDA DEPARTMENT or ENvtRuNMENTAL vRolEcnoN;
PRowoiNc DIREcnort AND AuTtiORizATioN To THE COUNTV MANAGER oR uESIGNEE To
ExEctlTE THE GRANT AGREEMENT AND Ati OTHER GRANT DOCUMENTS, AND PRovmlNG AN
EEEECTlvE DATE. Florida Department ol Environmental Protecllomkesiliem Florida Program
lsaeuiwml The grant agreement has been approved, as to farm and legal sufficiency. The



Resolun n wlll ralll‘y mo gram agreemem25mm Lew CountyAdaolauon Plan that iollaws th:
Volnerabil y Assessment lnlhe Resrlient Flanda Program.

- Actlon Yakzn: Molion adoollng Rescllmun Number 2025745
Mooon comm Hlers

n Second CommmeEdy
. VoleOulwme sru

wauc CDMMENI’: (mum)

o Frank Donald (Wlllislau) ,mner ol proper‘y next Io Frags am In Wllllslon, made
ooaro aware of permm‘lngissue.

Comm. Reports

. Comm. Macks:
. Naming (o reoon

. comm.Kennedy:
n eryAEllen, County Manager, 5 setting up mee

dlstussme new flood maps.
. (mm. was:

, Naming [0 report.
. Madam Chair Mllls:

,- ralkmg with slafi a! me Road Depanmenlmoy ave expressed walking with Ryan Asmus'
help in me waged: they are lnvnlvzd .n

. comm.Noon:
:- Nmmngm repan

gs wrm SWMD lo allow the cilizens m

Requesting Approval ol Expunollurns:

. Maoam cnalr Mllls requesled approval of Expendllures in me amount nfs 3,045,533,32.

. Anlon Takon:
o Mellon Comm.Meeks

Second Comm Hodge
a Vote Ouuome so

Rmuefiing Approval o1 Previous Meeting Mimll

- Dan. at previous Meeting: Mam. zs Mooung Mlnules, April 22 Budgel Meelmg, May 13 somal
Moollng

. AnionTaken:
c Mooon comm Hedge
u Second Comm.l<ennedv
o VoleOutLum: 5-0

Mlnum suomlmd by: Man Brooks. clerk ol com 3. compuoller
Date Submiltzd: 3/05/2025

ruEkE BEING NO FURTHER Busmcss ‘10 COME BEFORE THE COMMISSION. THE
M ‘ TING ADJOURNEDAT ”:27 MM.

A n lasl'gmmm of Com. Mall ank: ('halrmall. Demo Mllls

“0 n OF COUNTY COMMISSIONhRS

(va'l‘v. l-L


